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| bow to the ever-victorious Goddess, the auspicious one, the remover of
darkness, the wearer of skulls. Durga, the forgiving one, who supports the
Universe “l salute You.”

In Sanskrit, Durga literally means “invincible”,
“unassailable” or “aninaccessible fortress.”

©® The name combines Dur (difficult) and gam (to pass
through or conquer), signifying she is beyond
defeat.

@ It is also closely related to the word “Durg” (the
fortress), meaning a heavily fortified stronghold,
symbolizing her protective nature that cannot be
breached by negative forces.

She is often called “Durgatinashini”, which
translates to “the one who eliminates sufferings”.

She is of the Nature of Brahman, eternal and ancient. Just as the burnlng powe
existsinfire, so does Shaktl existin the ”TheSupreme_SouI”




The world exists only in awareness. Consciousness is awareness.
Nothing exists that is not a manifestation of “Universal
Consciousness”. Shakti is the manifestation of Supreme
Consciousness. Shakti is inseparable from Supreme Consciousness
in a manifested universe. Shakti is the fragrance of the flower, rays
of the Sun and the heat of the fire. This Shakti is what we name as
“Goddess Durga.”

Emanating from the “Trimurtis”, as a
force of light that results in Her
formation, Goddess Durga is an
embodiment of the powers of all the
worlds. Her manifestation was not
just a cosmic event, it was the birth of
hope, created by amalgamation of
Devi Lakshmi - The Goddess of
wealth; Devi Saraswati - The Goddess
of knowledge and Devi Kali - The
Goddess of time; Devi Durga is the
epitome of ultimate power.

Maa Durga stands as the eternal symbol of Knowledge, Compassion, Fortitude and Dharma,
inspiring humanity to awaken the divine potential within and dedicate one’s life to truth, selfless
service and universal well-being.




"0 Goddess Saraswati, the bestower of wisdom, knowledge and divine blessings, | commence my
pursuit of learning. May Your grace bless me with success in all my endeavours."

Maha Saraswati, the radiant Hamsa Vahini, is the eternal fountain of knowledge, eloquence, music, art
and spiritual illumination. She dispels the darkness of ignorance, awakens the intellect and inspires
creativity, discernment and the pursuit of truth. Her divine vehicle, the Hamsa (Swan), symbolizes viveka-
the supreme power of discrimination, enabling one to distinguish the eternal from the transient, truth
from falsehood and insight from mere information. Through Her grace, knowledge blossoms into wisdom

. andlearning becomes a pathway to self-realization.

“Salutations to Mahalakshmi, the Great Divine Power,
enthroned upon the sacred seat and worshipped by the
celestial beings. O Mahalakshmi, bearing the conch,
discus and mace in Your divine hands, | bow before You
with reverence."

wealth, enrlchlng every d|men5|on of human existence- phySIcaI
well-being, intellectual growth, emotional harmony, familial =
happiness, social responsibility and spiritual fulfilment. Shet\
teaches that true prosperlty |s measured not by what one f

shared and selflessly dedicated to the welfare of society.
Through Her grace, prosperity becomes a means of service,
gratitude and collective well-being.




“Salutations to Mahakali, whose awe-inspiring form destroys evil; who wields the sword and noose,
bears the divine staff and wears a garland symbolizing the conquest of ego, ignorance and fear."

!

Maha Kali is the embodiment of Kriya Shakti - the dynamic power of action, transformation and fearless
protection. She destroys ignorance, ego, fear, injustice and all forces that obstruct the triumph of
Dharma. Her dark complexion symbolizes the infinite, formless and eternal reality that transcends time,
space and all limitations. Fierce in appearance yet infinitely compassionate, Mahakali inspires humanity
to overcome inner weaknesses with mental stability, discipline and unwavering faith, transforming

. adversityinto strength and action into spiritual evolution.

“You are the Vaishnavi Shakti, infinite in power and
glory. You are the seed of the entire Universe and
Supreme Maya (cosmic illusions). All this creation is
deluded by You, O Goddess. When You are pleased,
You become the cause of liberation in this world."

Goddess Durga, revered as "Adi Shakti," represents
the ultimate- all pervading cosmic force.
Philosophically, she embodies both the unmanifest
Absolute and the dynamic energy that creates, sustains
and dissolves the universe, serving as the bridge
between fear and Divine Consciousness.
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“To that Goddess who is omnipresent in all beings in the
form of power and energy, | bow to Her again and again."

Durga - The Goddess of power and strength, is a multi-dimensional Goddess, with many names, many
personas and many facets. As Mahishasuramardini or Shakti, She is the destroyer of evil - with Her ten
mighty arms carrying lethal weapons, she triumphantly slays the demon Mahishasura. As Sati, beloved
daughter of King Daksha and Queen Menaka, she gives up kingdom and earns Her father's wrath. As Kali,
she turns black as the night and omnipotent, terrible in rage and fury, with just a string of skulls as Her
garland and Her only garb. As Parvati, she is serene, the pretty consort of Lord Shiva by His side in the
snowy peaks of Mount Kailash. She is Bhawani, symbol of life. She is Sati, the object of death. She is
Basanti, the heralder of springtime. She is also Amba, Jagaddhatri, Tara, Ambika and Annapurna.

Durga, through all Her forms, encompasses the essence of salvation and sacrifice. She is the mother of
bounty and wealth, as also of beauty and knowledge.

She is the embodiment of purity, knowledge, truth and self-realization. The highest form of truth present
in any being or Jeeva is known as "Aatman" or Supreme Consciousness. This Supreme Consciousness or
the absolute soul is
infinite, birthless,
deathless, beyond time
and space and beyond the
law of causation. Goddess
Durga is the inherent
dynamic energy through
which this Supreme
Consciousness manifests
itself.

Goddess Durga represents
the power of the Supreme
Being to preserve moral
order and righteousness
inthe universe.
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Llr'F “Whatever form of the Divine a devotee seeks to worship

ﬁ% with faith, | strengthen that faith in that very form."

i

tfl"d Just as one sun illuminates the

I entire world and one ocean gives

;:u;jw%' rise to innumerable waves, the

55-:]' “Brahman” appears according to

EF?]' the needs, temperaments and

LA devotion of devotees for the

Eﬂﬂ protection, nourishment and

ILu:mﬂ spiritual upliftment of humanity.

'Eﬂﬂ In the vast ocean of Sanatana

HL-';}I Dharma, where the Divine

Fuf}g manifests in countless forms to ‘ﬂ
Ffﬂq uphold balance, Goddess Durga |‘1L]
I'jliid £ < : e : i+ wee w Upholds Dharma z.md annl.hllates dr%
Ity adharma. She is not just a FEJ
Hﬂj{ Goddess, She is Brahman in feminine form, a synthesis of all cosmic energies, armed with infinite grace %ﬂ
Eﬁ" and unstoppable power. F%

“i  manifestations such as Mahakali, Mahalakshmi and Mahasaraswati, She represents the fullness of i
il creation, preservation and transformation. As the slayer of Mahishasura, She is hailed as |

=i ) e . HEs
g;:ﬂj Mahishasura Mardini”, the remover of inner and outer demons. :ﬁ”
sy FHJ
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Erd “O Goddess, who is the form of all, the ruler of all and possesses all ﬁ
EEJH powers, protect us from all fears. Salutations to Thee, O Goddess Durga." i

i
Eﬁ} Goddess Durga is not

li:ﬁfﬂ merely a symbol of strength
%ﬂ% and protection she also

mﬂ% represents the spiritual
il journey that every
J| individual experiences in
E% life. Navaratri, the festival
| celebrating Her nine forms,
1| is a time to reflect upon the
H'Eg; different stages of life and
il understand how each phase
tﬁ"{ brings its own lessons. Every
t form represents a distinct
i phase of life, teaching us
il important lessons about
| courage, wisdom and love.

"1 Maa Durga is both Saguna and Nirguna, with form and beyond form. Worshipped in countless Wﬂ]
|




Maa Shailaputri
The Innocence of Childhood

TN RS |
Shailaputri, the daughter of the mighty Himalayas, represents the very first
stage of life-childhood, when innocence and potential shine brightly. In Her

. two hands, She holds a trident and a lotus. These symbols remind us of the
purity and gentleness that resides within every child. Shailaputri teaches us
that even during the earlier stages of our lives, we possess immense potential.
Lifeisjustabeginning and there are endless possibilities ahead.
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Maa Brahmacharini
The Seeker of Knowledge |
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The second form of Goddess Durga, Brahmacharini teaches us the value of hard
work, discipline and focus. She wears simple white clothes, carrying a water pot
and a rosary in Her hands, symbolizing dedication to spiritual and intellectual
growth. In ancient Bharat, students would spend long years of their lives studying
in Gurukulas, away from material pleasures. Brahmacharini reminds us that
learning is a lifelong journey that requires patience, perseverance and sacrifice.
For children, She shows the path of curiosity and self-discovery and for adults, She
highlights the importance of lifelong learning.
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Maa Chandraghanta
The Awakening Warrior

= With knowledge comes strength; the third form of Goddess Durga,
.+ Chandraghantateaches us to be great warriors to face the world's challenges.

+ - Chandraghanta has ten arms, each carrying a different weapon and a third eye
in the middle of her forehead. This represents vigilance and readiness to take
. on any obstacle. Chandraghanta's form teaches us to be alert and courageous

- aswe confront life's struggles.

. Her form is also a reminder that life is not always easy but with inner strength,
. we can overcome the toughest situations. Just as a warrior is always prepared
« forbattle, we too must be ready to defend what is right.

Maa Kooshmanda
The Cosmic Creator

T o

i

In this form, Durga represents the creative power that brings life into existence.

This form of the Goddess is like amother who is carrying a child, nurtures the life
inside Her, Kooshmanda represents the nurturing and life-giving aspect of the
universe. She holds a pot full of nectar, symbolizing abundance and prosperity.

Inthis form, Kooshmanda reminds us that creation is a constant and continuous
process. Whether we are creating art, relationships or communities, we are

w into the world.
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Maa Skandamata
The Protective Mother

Fi L g E Al T Mo P et S i

Maa Skandamata, the Goddess has taken on the role of a nurturing and
. protective mother. Skandamata represents connection between a parent
- and child, where the mother's love and care are unconditional.

& Skandamata teaches us the importance of selfless love. She holds Her child
in Her lap, focusing entirely on his well-being. In the same way, we learn that
true love is about putting others first, nurturing them and ensuring their
happiness.

== For children, this form shows them the power of their parents' love and for
At adults, itis areminder of the love we give to our families and communities.

il

Maa Katyayani
The Strong and Fearless Protector

e i S gl e o e T -\;.
‘ Ah e S SR E SE H h- R g

Katyayani is the sixth form of Goddess Durga, She embodies the strength of a
warrior who protects Her loved ones.

When Durga assumes this form, She is fierce and powerful, ready to defeat any 1
enemy whothreatens Her children or Her people. This formis especially known for .
defeating the demon Mahishasura, teaching us that with inner strength, we can
overcome any evil in our lives.

Katyayani teaches us that life requires us to remain strong, not just for ourselves
but for others as well. Whether it is protecting our families or standing up for -
justice, Katyayani's form reminds us of the importance of bravery and
responsibility.

Maa Kalaratri
The Fierce Defender of Justice
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Kalaratri, the seventh form, is one of the fiercest forms of Goddess Durga. She
represents the destruction of evil forces and the removal of ignorance and
darkness from the world. In this form, Durga appears dark and fearsome, yet
Her intentions are pure-She is here to protect the good by eliminating the bad.

Her story tells how She drank the blood of the demon Raktabeeja to prevent
him from regenerating, thus saving the world from his evil. Sometimes, life
. requires us to take bold and tough actions to remove negativity and establish
. justice. Kalaratri's form reminds us that we must not be afraid to fight against
=% wrongs, even when the battle is difficult.
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i Maa Mahagowri i
% The Return to Peace I
i TPl e R
L After the fierce battle, peace returns with Mahagowri, the eighth form of Goddess ﬂ;
hﬁ Durga. Her name means "the great illuminating one," symbolizing purity, serenity I3
@ and calmness. Mahagowri is a form of the Goddess who shows us the beauty of ||T
| peace and tranquillity after turmoil. '1,;
E—“u% In this form, She is a peaceful mother who brings harmony back into the family after i
chaos. Mahagowri's message is clear; after every struggle, there is always a moment ;Ei

of peace and calm. This form teaches the importance of kindness and forgiveness- |‘r

the key virtues for a peaceful life. j%;
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Maa Siddhidatri
The Wise and Compassionate Guide
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The ninth form of Goddess Durga, Siddhidatri is like a wise elder who has
experienced everything and now uses Her wisdom to guide others.
Siddhidatri is often seen surrounded by devotees, showering them with [
blessings and spiritual knowledge. Her form represents the culmination of WL*F
all the lessons learned through life-the importance of compassion,
understanding and using one's knowledge to help others.

For children, Siddhidatri shows the value of listening to elders and
learning from their experiences. For adults, She reminds that true wisdom
comes not just from living life but from sharing that wisdom with others.
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i The

Eg%] nine forms of Goddess

%ﬂ Durga are not just mythical stories;

FEJ they are symbolic of the stages we all go

Fuﬂﬂ through in our lives. From the innocence of

rﬁ% childhood to the wisdom of old age Maa Durga's

FEJ journey mirrors our own. Each form represents a unique

Lﬁ% phase, teaching us how to navigate life's challenges,

ﬂﬂ embrace love and stand up for justice.

Lﬁq Each form of Goddess Durga is a step in our own life's journey.
uhd' From childhood to old age, from learning to teaching, Durga
a@ guides us at every step of the way. These forms remind us that
i we are not alone on this journey. Just as the Goddess assumed

il different forms to fulfill Her divine responsibilities, we too must _
Eﬂ adapt, learn and grow through the various stages of our lives. 8

l%ﬂn The nine forms of Goddess Durga teach us that life is a 3!3‘
%ﬁ%] series of transformations. Each phase of life brings with i
Eﬂ it new challenges, joys and responsibilities. Maa f
Q Durga's forms guide us how to live a life of ;I[;

balance, courage, compassion and i

dom.




“May Goddess Chandi, who destroyed Madhu and Kaitabha, Mahishasura, Dhumralochana,
Chanda , Munda, Raktabeeja, Shumbha, Nishumbha and who is accompanied by countless
divine powers, protect me always."
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"I bow to Goddess Durga, who holds the trident, sword, discus, conch,
bow and arrows in Her divine hands.”

Durga Maa, with Her fearless gestures and indomitable spirit, fought against the
treacherous Mahishasura, for nine long days. She took different forms,
collectively called Navadurga to kill him. She used ten weapons given by the
deities to defeat the evil and bring the spirit of hope.

The first weapon is the Khadga (Sword), given to Her by\

Lord Ganesha

The sword significantly stands for the elimination of vices
and evils from one's personality. It also represents intellect
and wisdom. The weapon is usually carried by those who
have the sense of responsibility and who fight to retaliate
against the odd. This mighty sword suggests that man
should get rid of his illusions and greed which binds his soul
and prevents him from doing or experiencing the real

/ duties. Basically the sword represents comprehension and
4 oty intellect which overcomes negativity. Y,

The second weapon is the Trishula (Trident), given by Lord
Shiva

The three points of the Trishula represents the past, present §
and the future. The centre of the Trishula represents the soul. ]
Trishula also signifies rising beyond the three gunas or §
gualities that are inherent in all human beings. These are:
Tamas (dullness, inertia and ignorance), Rajas (activity and
passion) and Sattva (purity, light, harmony and intelligence).
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The third weapon is the Sudarshan Chakra (Discus), given
by Lord Vishnu

The Sudarshan Chakra symbolizes righteousness. It is a
reminder to always uphold Dharma in any situation in life
and to discard, disempower or destroy anything that
prevents us from righteous action.
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The fourth weapon is the Vajra (Thunderbolt), given by
Lord Indra

It symbolizes the firmness of spirit, determination and
supreme power. Durga Maa gives confidence and will
power to all devotees andfills life with hope and optimism.

The fifth weaponis the Dhanurbana (Bow and Arrow), given by Lord Vayu

¥ The dhanurbana held in Maa Durga's hand symbolize energy. It also
represents Her control over both potential and kinetic energy. The
dhanurbana together means to control the mind and aim your actions at
righteousness. Bow depicts strength and restraint, arrow represents action
with purpose.
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The sixth weaponis Shula, given by Lord Agni

The shula symbolizes auspiciousness and represents pure, fiery power. It
signifies the hidden power of human to overcome all the obstacles of life.
Man should keep away from the wrong and fight against it with
determination.
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The seventh weapon is Shankha (Conch), given by Lord Varuna

The Shankha is the symbol of primordial sound of creation i.e. “Aum.” It . | “7&
represents the power to eliminate all the negative forces on the planet : 32!
and dispel everything whichisimpure and inauspicious. y‘#

The eighth weapon is Padma, given by Lord Brahma

It symbolizes detachment. This pristine flower grows in a muddy pond yet
rises above the murky bottom. Padma denotes humbleness and selfless
dedication without expecting anythingin return.
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The ninth weaponis Gada or Parashu, given by Lord Vishwakarma

It symbolizes fearlessness in the face of consequences while fighting evil. The axe
destroys evil and restores peace.

g /The tenth weapon of Maa Durga is Simha, given by
Lord Shiva

e Simha is the king of all animals and one of the most
*:};1 powerful creatures. It symbolizes power, will and
g;,.{,{ determination. Controlling the lion signifies
iy keeping our minds and emotions under control. We
o must keep our strengths and powers restrained and
allow themto rise only when required.

-4—--‘# J-.. - {;ﬁ -
Maa Durga is not just a Goddess; She is the embodiment of the Supreme Consciousness. She is the cosmic
energy that flows through all creation, the force behind the movement of universe. She resides in the
hearts of seekers as inner strength, clarity and resilience. Her form is a living mantra, teaching that true
power arises not from dominance but from alignment with righteousness. She is “Kundalini Shakti,” the
latent divine power that when awakened, unites with “Pure Consciousness.”

EN ] § 51 Shakti Peethas




Among the many sacred traditions of Sanatana Dharma, the Shakti Peethas carry profound spiritual
depth, divine power and devotionalintensity.

The Shakti Peetha is a sacred place associated with Devi Shakti. The word "Shakti" refers to the cosmic
power, energy and the creative force of the universe. The word "Peethas" means a seat, place or spiritual
centre. So, in simple words, Shakti Peetha means "a sacred seat of Shakti"-a place where Devi is believed
to be potentially present and spiritually powerful.

Shakti Peethas are sacred places where the body parts of Goddess Sati have fallen when Lord Shiva
carried her burning body across the world. Each Peetha holds a specific spiritual energy.

There are 51 Shakti Peethas across Bharat and neighbouring countries (earlier part of Akhanda Bharat)
each with its unique tale. These Shakti Peethas are not just religious places but, they are emotional and
spiritual landscapes filled with centuries of faith, divine power, healing and transformation.

The Astadasa Shakti Peethas (18 Maha Shakti Peethas) are a revered group of eighteen major shrines of
the Divine Mother, among the 51 Shakti Peethas. They are celebrated in the famous Astadasa shakti
Pitha Stotram, traditionally attributed to Jagadguru Adi Shankaracharya. These shrines are spread
across Bharat and neighbouring regions, symbolizing the all-pervading presence of Adi Shakti.

A beautiful cultural interpretation is that, these 18 Shakti Peethas are like 18 radiant jewels adorning the

sacred form of Bharat Mata. From Kanchipuram in the South to Kashmir in the North, from Kamakhya in

the East to Kolhapur in the West, they symbolize the spiritual unity of Bharat. Though worshipped under

different names-Kamakshi, Bhramaramba, Chamundeshwari, Mahalakshmi, Vishalakshi and so on,

they are the manifestations of the One Eternal Mother, whose divine energy permeates the entire nation.
/ L Radiant %




“O Goddess Durga, when remembered in times of fear, You remove the fear of all beings. When
remembered in peaceful times, You grant wisdom and auspiciousness. Who other than You will
remove poverty, sorrow and fear while always acting for the welfare of all.”

Maa Durga is the Supreme Mother, invoked during Navaratri, a festival of nine nights where each night is
dedicated to one of Her forms, culminating in victory over negativity and ignorance. Worshipping
Goddess Durga is not only an act of devotion but a journey towards awakening the divine energy within.
As the embodiment of Shakti, She blesses Her devotees with inner resilience, purity of intention and the
courage to walk the path of righteousness.

The truest worship of Maa Durga lies not merely in offering flowers to
Her, but in cultivating Her divine virtues within our hearts - Jhana
(Wisdom), Dhairya (Fortitude), Sahasa (Bravery), Karuna
(Compassion), Anusasana (Discipline), Seva (Dedicated Service) and
Netrutva (Leadership). She teaches us that knowledge must mature into
supreme intelligence, strength must blossom into indomitable will,
prosperity must inspire generosity and devotion must find its highest
expression in selfless service to humanity.

When these timeless values become the guiding
principles of our thoughts, words and actions, we
become instruments of the Divine Mother
contributing to a society founded upon Truth,
Harmony, Justice, Compassion and Dharma. By living
these ideals, we honour not only the Divine Mother
but also the sacred purpose of human life.
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_:. :'S_cfiptljres glorifying Goddess Durga span from ancient Vedic hymns to comprehensive Puranas. They
‘celebrate Her as the Supreme Mother, the ultimate cosmic energy (Shakti) and the destroyer of
ignorance and evil.

- & DeviMahatmya (Durga Saptashati): Found in the Markandeya Purana, this is the most prominent
~ text. It consists of 700 verses detailing Her manifestation and victories over demons such as
Mahishasura, Madhu-Kaitabha and Shumbha-Nishumbha.

© Devi Bhagavata Purana: This is a core text of the Shaakta tradition. It glorifies Durga as the
primordial creator of the universe- the Supreme Being who manifests in various forms to protect the
Cosmos.

® \Vedic Hymns (Suktas): The Rigveda contains the Devi Stuktam, where the Goddess declares
Herself as the Supreme Power of the universe. The Durga Siktam (found in the Rigveda, Taittariya
Aranyaka and Atharva Veda) invokes Her as the ultimate refuge and the one who ferries souls across
worldly oceans.

% Upanishads: Devi Upanishad and Bahvrucha Upanishad equate Goddess Durga with Brahman
(the ultimate reality), identifying Her as the source of all manifestations.

@ Durga Chalisa: It is a popular 40-verse hymn regularly recited by devotees. It praises Her strength,
mercy, ability to remove the fears and worldly sorrows of Her devotees.

“You are indeed the ten-armed Goddess Durga, You are the Goddess of wealth, Kamala or Lakshmi,
residing on the lotus. You are the bestower of speech and knowledge - Goddess Saraswathi, | pray
to You. | salute You O pure unmatched Goddess Kamala. You are blessed with water resources,
blessed with plenty of fruits, salutations to You O Mother.”
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-'._Maa Durga is not onIy a Goddess but also a symbol of Bharat's spirit of freedom S
- Freedom fighters drew inspiration from Maa Durga's Shakti to awaken courage within ¥ ]
themselves. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee's “Vande Maataram” invoked Maa Durga as i
Bharat Mata and the Mother Goddess became the powerful symbol of strength and ?, i
unity. s?{’j:gi
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee invoked Durga to symbolize the resilience and martial ;ﬁi

strength of the Motherland, portraying Bharat not as weak, but as a fearless warrior
capable of defending Her children. During British rule, this song played a pivotal role in
awakening the spirit of resistance. The mere chant of “Vande Maataram” inspired the
hearts of millions of Bharatiyas, to join the nation's struggle for Independence and sacrifice their lives.
The phrase "Vande Maataram" signifies not merely a
salutation to the Motherland, but also embodies the spirit
of sacrifice, courage and supreme love for the Nation.

It must be understood that “Vande Maataram” is not a
symbol of any particular religion; it is the embodiment of
Nationalism and gratitude to the Motherland that
sustains us all. The glory of “Vande Maataram” lies in its
timeless call for unity. It reminds us that our first identity is
that of a Bharatiya, above region, caste or creed. As we
celebrate its 150th anniversary, let us ensure that the next
generation not only sings “Vande Maataram”, but also lives
its essence, through integrity, courage and unwavering
love for Bharat. For as long as the words “Vande
Maataram” echo in our hearts, the soul of this Nation shall
remain immortal. May every citizen rise above differences
and sing with pride:

“Vande Maataram - bow to thee O Mother

sﬂrwwrﬂwmqﬁmﬁn
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“Thus, whenever and wherever trouble arises caused by the demons
(forces of adharma), | will descend and annihilate the enemies.”

G ‘1 Goddess Durgais not only a divine mother but also a timeless promise of hope. She embodies the eternal
5 truth that whenever evil, injustice and suffering become overwhelming, the force of righteousness will
rise to restore balance. Her victory over Mahishasura symbolizes the triumph of courage over fear, truth
over falsehood and compassion over cruelty.

- Maa Durga manifests whenever “Dharma” is threatened. Her message is that no power of darkness can

endure forever. She inspires humanity to resist injustice, protect the weak and cultivate strength, wisdom
. and compassion within ourselves. Goddess Durga is, therefore, a promise that hope never dies. Her 3
! presence reassures devotees that goodness will ultimately prevail, no matter how difficult the times may 3@&
. seem. §§£§
She encourages us to remain steadfast in faith, uphold moral values and work towards a world guided by 71
= ﬁ justice, peace and love. :
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) “You are Svaha, the sacred offering made to the Gods. You are Svadh3, the offering made to the e
Eﬂ ancestors. You are the sacred vasat mantra and the very essence of all sound. %ﬂ
b You are the immortal nectar and the eternal, imperishable Reality. “'Efﬂ
Eﬁ You are the subtle, eternal power beyond all speech. il
E";-m! You are the dawn and the dusk, the sacred Savitri and the Supreme Mother from whom all {éﬂ
:":ﬁ| creation arises.” &
0 &
il Vagdevi s B
Lﬁgl As we celebrate Kala Utsav - 2026 L flil
“E‘%ﬂj bﬁ at Vagdevi Vilas School, Marathahalli with the théme & " @ﬂj
%ﬂl , "Maa Durga - The Maha Shakti", let us remembe ?K@, :ﬁiﬂ
HL-‘E:' 1 She is the primordial consciousness from which existenc " I;%]
E[Ea! T receives its rhythm, direction and continuity. She is the sile =
%% Ll Eaey before the first moment, the pulse within every creation and the « F‘}T
Lf% MOy ultimate power into which every dimension eventually returns. i
by 28",29" Aug 2026 i
) o
%ﬂﬂ' As Mahadevi, the Supreme Goddess, she stands above all manifestations, era and realms. Every divine ;}Jﬂ‘
uﬁﬂiﬂ{ formis an emanation of Her inexhaustible magnificence. L}j
HLH' As Mahashakti, the Supreme Primordial Energy, she generates the momentum through which existence &
h—ﬁgj functions. The movement of planets, the vibration of atoms, the awakening of consciousness and the jjé
| progression of innumerable timelines are sustained by Her omnipotent force. o
| As Mahakaya, the One with the Immeasurable Form, Her presence extends beyond every conceivable |-/
Eﬂi boundary. The matéfalmweosld, invisible realms, parallel dimensions.andsinhumerable planes of il
"ﬂ consciousness exist within - ' LJJ
lf'1 As Mahamaya, the Grea magnificent architecture of
};h perception. Through Her, 38 multiplicity and the infinite er
. assumes finite forms. She & hy growth, decline, death and
. regeneration-allowing soul to jot ieng 268ly awaken to truth. il
Eﬁ Thus, Maa Durgais not simply pres | rse exists within Her. She is its womb, '13
= itsmovement, its mystery and its destination. To realise Her is to understand that every dimensionis Her =
E'rm]! domain, every timeline is Her unfolding narrative and every soul carries an indestructible fragment of Her ?"l
E:;glﬂ eternal Shakti. i?ﬂ
i| GoddessDurgamanifestsin our heartsand minds, in ourlives, inthe transformation that we seek and the Eﬂ
Eﬂﬂi freedom that we long for. As we remember and invoke Her, may we experience Her attributes as the |
5| upholder of Dharma, as the redeemer and as the undeniable protector. May Goddess Durga, the j#ﬂ
Egﬂ%” bestower of strength, shine Her serene gaze upon us, illuminate our conscience and sanctify our eternal =
%ﬂi journey. Lﬁ%
_ 3 g
1:J]| - - - '.j:m
. TH: UHd WA FSradT: JordT: 3 a1 | .
H%%' “Salutations to the great Goddess, the auspicious Divine Mother. We constantly bow to ‘*%
Egﬂﬂl You O Mother, the source of all creation and embodiment of goodness.” :;;Tl
e T = e
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28 August 2026 (Friday) @

09.00AM - 09.30AM - Registration

10.00AM - 11.30AM - Inauguration & Felicitation
Ceremony

10.00AM - 11.00AM - Script Writing Competition
10.00AM -11.00AM
10.00AM -11.00AM
10.00AM -11.30AM
10.00AM -11.30AM
10.00AM -11.30AM
10.00AM -11.30AM
10.00AM -11.30AM - Paper Quilling Competition
10.30AM -12.00Noon - Rangoli Competition

10.30AM -12.00Noon - Golu Display Competition
(Parents)

11.00AM -12.00Noon - Dhunochi Group Dance
Competition

- Essay Writing Competition

- Quiz Competition (Prelims)
- Colouring Competition

- Painting Competition

- Clay Modelling Competition

- Mukut Decoration Competition

11.00AM -12.30PM
11.30AM -12.30PM - Group Fancy Dress Competition

12.00Noon - 01.30PM - Story Narration with Props
Competition

12.00Noon - 01.30PM - 3D Model Making Competition

12.30PM - 01.30PM - Performance by VVSM Std 1 and
2 Students

- Kalasha Alankara Competition

01.30PM - 02.30PM
01.30PM - 03.00PM
01.30PM - 02.30PM

- Caption Writing Competition
- Alpana Art Competition

- Devotional Group Song
Competition

01.30PM - 03.00PM
02.00PM - 03.00PM
02.30PM - 03.30PM
03.30PM - 05.00PM

- Quiz Competition (Finals)

- Chende Mela Competition

Students
05.00PM - 06.00PM

|

E— X
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@

- Classical Group Dance Competition
- Performance by VVSM Std 5 and 6

- Performance by VVSM Std 11 and
12 Students

09.00AM - 09.30AM
09.30AM - 10.30AM
09.30AM - 10.30AM
09.30AM - 10.30AM
09.30AM - 10.30AM
09.30AM - 10.30AM

09.30AM - 11.00AM
10.30AM - 11.30AM

29 August 2026 (Saturday)

- Registration

- Veda Chanting Competition

- Poetry Writing Competition

- Aarti Song Competition

- Mandala Hanging Competition

- Mahishasura Mardini Stotram
Competition

- Drawing & Painting Competition

- Semi Classical Group Dance
Competition

10.30AM - 12.00Noon - Charcoal Painting Competition
10.30AM - 12.00Noon - Story Narration with Props

11.30AM - 01.00PM

11.30 AM -12.30 PM

Competition

- Performance by VVSM Std 3 and
4 Students

- Fancy Dress Competition

11.30 AM - 01.00 PM - Leaf Painting Competition
11.30 AM - 01.00 PM - Fancy Dress Competition (Parents)

11.30AM - 01.00PM

- Skit Competition

12.00Noon - 02.00PM - Al Film Making Competition

12.30PM - 02.00PM
12.30PM - 01.30PM
12.30PM - 02.30PM
01.00PM - 02.00PM
01.00PM - 02.30PM
01.00PM - 02.00PM
02.00PM - 03.00PM
02.00PM - 03.00PM

02.00PM - 03.00PM
03.00PM - 04.00PM
04.00PM - 05.30PM

05.30PM - 06.30PM

* Highlighted - performances on stage

- Kulo Painting Competition

- Veena Vadana Competition

- Canvas Painting Competition

- Classical Group Song Competition
- Bangle Lamp Making Competition
- Ulu Dhwani Competition

- Face Painting Competition

- Shloka Chanting Competition
(Parents)

- Group Fancy Dress Competition
- Contemporary Dance Competition

- Performance by VVSM Std 7 and
8 Students

- Performance by VVSM Std 9 and
10 Students



i Venue:

VAGDEVI VILAS SCHOOL"

Affiliated to CBSE, New Delhi
Sy No. 77/2, 77/3B, 77/4, 77/5, Munnekolalu, Marathahalli Post, Bengaluru - 560 037.
Ph: 8050005851 Email: info@vvi.edu.in Web: www.vvi.edu.in

For detalls contact 9686577169 7406412932

- i /]

- - - £

A Unit of: ® L ', il
VAGDEVI VILAS INSTITUTIONS 1, /
Marathahalli" | Varthur | Bidadi | Whitefield | Nelamangala | Birur .
Varanasi-Anandapura | Halasahalli | Malaysia -K , -

s .

E-mail : info@vvi.edu.in Website: www.vvi.edu.in -.""" é
T L

0 l;

DIFFRACTION |
R i




